father but the purposeless pursuit of pleasures and the con-
sequent repercussions.

The epic also portrays the supreme sacrifice made by a
son to help his father to get remarried. Mention is made
here of the grim determination of the prince, who on coming
to know that his marriage would be an impediment to his
father marrying a girl of his choice as a second wife, took
a vow to remain a celibate throughout his life. For this un-
believable act. Prince Devavrata earned the name of Bheesh"
ma. This was a rare instance of a youngman refusing to
succumb to carnal cravings. The Mahabharata is a work of
everlasting value. Containing numerous illustrations to
highlight the value of morality. More important is the ex-
treme reverence to be shown towards a spiritual guide. Two
stories describe how two disciples tried to please their pre-
ceptors by implicit obedience and by even preparing to give
up their lives, to carry out their (preceptor's) wishes.

85. Significance of 'Swadharma9

Spiritual powers should always be used for beneficial
measures and not for destructive purposes. Saints and sages,
despite their intense penance, never boasted of the moral
strenght they had derived through such religious discipline.
On the other hand, they applied the same to uphold the tra-
ditions, to shed ego and to meditate.

A Youngman who had acquired extra-ordinary powers
once found his peace being disturbed and traced the cause
to a crane. His angry look made the bird fall down. But
b.e tried to display the same to a woman known for her
Aastity but she said "I am no crane". Later he went to a
butcher who was so deeply engrossed in his work that he
Failed Uptake cognizance of his presence. But after some
ime he sought to know from him whether he was sent by the
tVoman whom he had tried to curse. The shocked saint
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